ELLERSLIE ELEMENTARY

Principal: Sarah Totten

Q

Vice-Principal: Jeff Grass

December 2-Grinch Day

December 4-Student & Staff Christmas
Meal at 12:00 pm

December 11-Christmas Concert
10:00 am (last name A-M) and 1:00 pm
concerts (last name N-Z)

December 12-Storm date for concert
December 15-Flea Market

December 16-Summerside Capital
Game at 11:00 am

December 17-Christmas Sweater
December 17-Choir members visit
Stewart Memorial 1:15 -2:15 pm
December 18-School Skate
December 19-Pajama Day
December 19-Patience Assembly
December 19-Last day of classes for
students in 2025

January 5-First instructional day for
students for 2026

February 13-PD Day (No classes)
February 16-Islander Day (No classes)
March 6-Parent Teacher Interviews (K-
9) (No classes)

March 16-20-Mid-term break (No
classes)

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Our EIf on the Shelf is back on
December 1. Once again, this year, we
will give away 2 books/day during the
month of December. There are some
great new books in this year’s selection.
Thanks so much to our Home and
School for their continued support of
this project.

From all of us at Ellerslie Elementary,
we wish you and yours a safe and
joyous holiday season.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2025
It's fast approaching! The Ellerslie
Elementary School Christmas concert
will be held on Thursday, December 11t
with a storm date of December 12th,
Come join us in song as the students
perform their hearts out. There will be
two performances: 10:30 am (last
names A-L) and 1:00 pm (last hames M-

W). All students are asked to dress
appropriately for the occasion. We will
also be having two fundraisers. 50/50
tickets and “Best seat of the house”
tickets will both be sold at the door.
We look forward to seeing everyone!

SCHOOL SKATE
On Thursday, December 18t staff and
students will be going to the Tyne
Valley Rink for a school skate in the
morning. Grades K-3 will skate from
9:30am-10:30am. Grades 4-6 will
skate from 11:00am-12:00pm. The
school has extra helmets and skates
should your child need to borrow for
the day.

WINTER ATTIRE
It's that time of year when we would
ask parents to please make sure your
child is dressed appropriately for the
weather. We would also ask that
parents label as many items as
possible especially the winter boots as
there can be some mix ups® A spare
pair of mittens, socks and pants in
your student’s backpack would not go
astray as the school has limited
supplies.

FLEA MARKET
Ellerslie will be hosting our annual
school Flea Market again this year.
This is where students can purchase
items for a dollar for family members
in the spirit of giving! At this time, if
you have any gently used and child-
friendly items (no clothes, please)
that you wish to donate, please do so
by Friday, December 12. The Flea
market will be held on Monday,
December 15 with all proceeds going
to support students.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Staff and students of Ellerslie
Elementary would like to extend our
sincere appreciation to all those who
donate to our Breakfast Program. To
our volunteers, we truly appreciate
your time and all you do for our
students.

THANK YOU
A special thank you to Joline Bridges for
her time and donation of cupcakes and
a beautiful Grinch themed cake for the
entire school. Your festive spirit
brightened everyone’s day.

CHRISTMAS MEAL
This year will be our second year
hosting a Christmas Meal for staff and
students on Thursday, December 4th.
We would like to thank all those that
are donating for this and all those
volunteering. Please note: The
school will be closed from 12:00-
1:00 pm. We look forward to
celebrating with all our Ellerslie
Elementary Eagles!!

SEAFOOD FREE POLICY
Ellerslie Elementary is SEAFOOD FREE.
Please do not pack seafood products for
lunches and snacks. Thank you for
helping to keep our school as safe as
possible.

CONNECTING WITH OUR STAFF
We want to remind all our families that
our dedicated school staff are available
to communicate throughout the school
day via their work email.

o Email Availability: Staff
members regularly check and
respond to emails between
8:00 AM and 4:00 PM on
school days. Please note that
during class time or meetings,
there may be limited
windows where staff can
check and respond
immediately.

¢ Need Immediate
Assistance? If you have an
urgent matter or cannot wait
for an email response, please
call the school office directly
for immediate assistance.

SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS

All Public Schools Branch (PSB) weather
related cancellations will be announced
on local radio stations and posted on
our website by 7:00 A.M. An
announcement that "all classes in the
Public Schools Branch are cancelled"
means that there is no school for
students. An announcement of a
"system wide shutdown" indicates that
all schools and offices are closed. In
some instances, it may only be
necessary to close an individual school



or a “family of schools”. Partial system
closures or delays will be announced by
family of schools. We post closures on
our Ellerslie School Facebook page.

ONE HOUR DELAY

If a decision on cancellation cannot be
made by 7:00 A.M., a one-hour delay
will be announced whereby all schools
and buses will operate one hour later
than usual. A further announcement will
be broadcast by 8:00 A.M.

LATE BUSES

In some instances, even in fine
weather, buses may be delayed.
Parents will be notified via radio
broadcast that a bus will be delayed
(i.e. Bus #297 is running 30 minutes
late) on OCEAN 100.3 at 7:30 am.

SCHOOL CLOSURES DURING THE
DAY

It may be necessary to close school part
way through a school day. Detailed
announcements will be made on local
radio stations and posted to our PSB
website as early as possible. Parents
who will not be at home when
children arrive are responsible for
making alternate arrangements for
the care of their children on such
days. If you have not done so
already, please notify your
student’s teacher of these
arrangements as soon as possible.

EXTREME WEATHER DURING THE
SCHOOL DAY

Should the Department of
Transportation and/or the RCMP
recommend that school buses remain
off Island roads, students may be
required to remain at school beyond
their normal dismissal time (unless
picked up by a parent or designate).
Announcements will be made on local
radio stations and posted to our
website.

On days when classes are in session,
and the low temperature combined with
wind provides a wind chill of -20 or
below, students will not be required to
go outside at recess or lunch or remain
outside upon morning arrival.

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS
1. The final decision to attend school or
to travel to school via school bus always
rests with the parents.
2. Please do not drop children off at
school unless you are certain that
school is operating that day and that
staff are present to supervise the
children.
3. Please listen to the radio and check
the PSB website frequently between
6:30 and 8:00 A.M. daily to determine if
schools are operating. Every effort will
be made to have announcements
broadcast by 7:00 A.M.
4. Please do not call the school, PSB
office, or radio stations for information
on cancellations or delays. Such calls tie
up telephone lines which may be
needed for emergency use.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
2025-2026
Parents are asked to register their
children for kindergarten right away if
they haven't already done so.

e Children must be 5 years old by
December 31, 2026, to be eligible for
kindergarten.

e Parents are asked to register their
child at their local elementary school
during school hours. If you are unsure
of your school zone, please call the
Stratford Office at (902) 368-6990 or
Summerside Office at (902) 888-8400
or toll-free at 1-800-280-7965.

e A registration form will be
completed at the time of registration.
e Parents are reminded to bring a
piece of Government issued ID
verifying proof of child’s age, such as
a birth Certificate, PEI health card or
passport.

o Verification of home address must
also be provided, such as a current
utility bill.

Home and School Newsletter,
December 2025

% Extra Mile Award 2026

The PEI Home and School Federation
presents awards of recognition to
deserving individuals who work and
volunteer for the benefit of children
and youth in PEI's school
communities. Nominate a deserving
school staff member for recognition
by Jan. 16th. Details at:
https://peihsf.ca/awards/

@ Resolutions = Positive change
in P.E.1."s School System
Resolutions are developed to address
issues that can affect positive change
in our school system for all students.
Your Home and School’s resolutions
will be considered at the 2026 AGM &
Convention on Saturday, April

18. Deadline to submit resolutions:
Jan. 31. Check our online
assistance: How to Write & Present a
Resolution / Fillable pdf Resolution
Form or call the Federation office for
assistance with writing resolutions.

@ School Staff Appreciation
Week 2026

Set up a committee to plan for School
Staff Appreciation Week, coming the
week of February 8-14. Brainstorm
ideas for thanking all school staff for
the contributions they make to our
children and their education. Keep
plans simple!

%) President’s 2025-2026 Annual
Report

Presidents are asked to start writing
their annual reports, which are due by
Feb. 28. Write about your
Association’s activities in a one-to-
two-page report detailing Home &
School’s accomplished and planned
activities, September to June.

%) Add the following items to
your Home and School agenda...
January 16 Extra Mile Award
nominations deadline

31 Resolutions
submission deadline
February 28 President’s Annual
Reports submission deadline
March 01 Registration is open
for AGM & Convention

06 Volunteer of the Year
/ Life Membership nominations
deadline

April 18 AGM & Convention
Speaker topic: Bullying
May 08 School Bus Driver of the

Year nominations due

31 Parent Leadership
grant final reports deadline
June 01-30 Associations elect
new officers

% Kindergarten registration is
open for the 2026-2027 school
year

Island parents and guardians can
register their child who is turning five
years old by Dec. 31. Click on this link
to learn more about registering your
child in Island schools.

%) COMPASS Report 2024-25
COMPASS is a comprehensive
longitudinal study collecting student-
level data from youth in secondary
school on various topics,

including: obesity (e.g., BMI),
sedentary behaviours, physical
activity, mental health, healthy eating
and diet, substance use, bullying,
equity and inclusion, school
connectedness, academic outcomes,
sleep duration, and demographic
characteristics (e.g., age, gender,
income, ethnicity). Ask your principal
about PEI's provincial COMPASS report
2024-25 is available at:
https://www.livewellpei.ca/compass-
project-0

Other community news...
**International Volunteer Day
(IVD) is celebrated on December
5 to highlight the impact of volunteers
worldwide. The UN emphasizes the
power of collective action, suggesting
that if everyone volunteered, we could
achieve sustainable development goals
such as food security, clean
environments, and peaceful societies.
Volunteers are crucial in addressing
social, economic, and environmental
challenges, often stepping up in crises.
For more, visit
https://volunteer.ca/international-

volunteer-day/

**The Public Schools Branch’s
newly elected Board of Trustees
started their 3-year term on Nov. 1.
Trustees’ names/contact are listed at:
https://psb.edu.pe.ca/about-us/board-
of-trustees
Message from the Charlottetown, Zone
5, trustees = Gaylene Carragher, and
Andrew MacFarlane

"We're excited to introduce ourselves.
You can see our bios at
www. trusteeandrewmacfariane.ca (902-
200-1804) & MEET GAYLENE | My
Site (902-626-7432) and welcome you
to reach out to either or both of us
whenever it's convenient for you. As
we've just stepped into these roles on
November 1st, we're looking forward to
meeting you and hearing your
thoughts, ideas, or concerns. We are
happy to attend any upcoming
Christmas concerts, public meetings,
etc., in December if you could send us
a schedule of your events. All the best
in the upcoming busy month.”

Best wishes of the holiday season
to you and your family!
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